
COVID-19 Timeline: RMG Industry 
in Bangladesh

05 APRIL 

10 APRIL 

Home Ministry/ Police HQ Transport ban: Only the vehicles of 
emergency services will be allowed to 
enter into or exit from Dhaka.

Bangladesh Export 
Processing Zones 
Authority (BEPZA)

Factory closure: All factories in the 
country’s eight export processing zones 
(EPZs) under BEPZA will be shut from 
6-14 April 2020.

Message/
Decision

Ministry of Public 
Administration

General holidays: extended till 14 April 
2020

Ministry of Public 
Administration

General holidays: extended till 25 April 
2020

Road Transport and Highways 
Division (Ministry of Road, 
Transport and Bridges)

Transport ban: extended till 11 April 
2020

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Announced new financial packages 
worth Tk 677.5 billion to help industries 
and service sectors to overcome the 
impact of Covid-19.

Hundreds of thousands of garment workers used local transports, ferries 
and walked to return to their workplaces in Dhaka, Gazipur and 
Narayanganj, after they were informed that their factories will resume 
productions from 5 April 2020.

04 APRIL 

3-4 APRIL 

BGMEA

Factory closure: BGMEA President urged 
members to keep factories shut until 11 
April 2020.

Wages: Issued a revised circular asking 
members to send info on how their 
workers and officials are paid wages (a 
template was shared).

BGMEA, BKMEA
Factory closure: urged members to keep 
factories shut until 25 April 2020.

Authority/
Organisation



Wages: Asked members to send detailed 
info on no. of workers and how wages are 
paid (a template was shared).

Layoff: Urged factory owners to refrain 
from layoff taking into account the 
stimulus package announced by the 
Prime Minister. Estimated that between 
19-31 March, 1,904 export-oriented RMG 
factories have shut down and led to 
unemployment of 2,138,778 workers.

03 APRIL 

BGMEA Wages: Shared with members a survey 
questionnaire on how they pay wages, 
what percentage of their workers have 
NIDs, mobile banking accounts and 
smartphones, whether workers the  are 
registered in the database.

Message/
Decision

BKMEA

Factory closure: Asked members to 
follow safety measures if they decide to 
reopen factories after 4 April 2020. 
Those who reopen factories will have to 
bear the risks and responsibilities. 
Whether factories remain open or closed, 
March salaries have to be paid on time. 
Members who decide to shut down their 
factories have to inform BKMEA in 
advance.

BGMEA, BKMEA

DIFE (Ministry of Labour and 
Employment)

02 APRIL 

01 APRIL 

29 MARCH

Ministry of Public 
Administration

DIFE (Ministry of Labour 
and Employment)

Commerce Minister

General holidays: extended till 9 April 
2020

Factory closure: Following confusion in 
media reports over GoB decision on 
factory closure, issued a circular 
reiterating the message of the previous 
circular released on 27 March 2020. 

Factory closure: "Factory owners can 
run their production following proper 
health guideline."

BGMEA Database: Requested members to 
update biometric database of workers.

Authority/
Organisation



Factory closure: Instructed members to 
keep knit factories closed until 4 April 
2020.

Factory closure: Issued a clarification 
over previous announcement (on 26th 
March)) of closing factories and allowed 
production in factories which have export 
orders and who are producing personal 
protection equipment (PPE), masks, hand 
wash and medicine.

DIFE (Ministry of Labour 
and Employment)

Factory closure: The factories that have 
international work orders and those 
producing Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE), masks, hand wash, 
gloves, sanitisers and drugs to prevent 
the spread of coronavirus can remain 
open. 

The Prime Minister did not provide any 
directive on closures of industries in her 
address to the nation on 25 March 2020. 
The factories that decide to remain open 
would have to adopt strict health and 
safety measures as per the guidelines of 
IECDR and the Department of Health. 
Temperature of every worked should be 
checked with thermal thermometer 
before he/she is allowed to enter into the 
factory. If a worker is found with any 
Covid-19 symptom, the respective owner 
would ensure quarantine facility and 
medical treatment for him/her.

Message/
Decision

BGMEA

BGMEA President

BGMEA President

Ministry of Road, 
Transport and Bridges

Factory closure: Recommended that all 
members announce closure of factories 
in line with the GoB’s declaration of 
general holidays.

Transport ban: 26 March – 4 April, on all 
modes of transport across the country, 
except goods-laden vehicles, vehicles 
running under emergency services, 
carrying fuels, medicines, perishable 
products and relief materials.

BKMEA

Factory closure: Advised members to 
keep factories closed if they have no 
international work order. Requested 
members to give workers leave on 26 
and 27 March so that they can purchase 
essential goods. 

27 MARCH

26 MARCH

25 MARCH

Authority/
Organisation



BKMEA

Stimulus package: Announced a stimulus 
package of Tk 50 billion for the owners of 
exporting industries affected by Covid-19. 
The money can be availed as bank loans 
at 2% to help pay salaries and wages of 
workers.

Health & Safety: Asked members to 
adopt safety measures (PPE, temperature 
check, hand washing facility) in their 
factories to protect workers and officials.

Message/
Decision

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

08 MARCH

09 MARCH

DIFE (Ministry of Labour 
and Employment)

Health & Safety: Issued a directive for 
factory officials where they were asked to 
adopt good hygiene practices; print and 
distribute IECDR guidelines in factories; 
display poster, leaflet and banners around 
canteen, rest room, child care room and 
entertainment rooms to sensitize 
workers; urgently contact public hospital 
if anyone has fever, cough and breathing 
difficulties; contact JIG Health or hotline 
(16357) for relevant information. DIFE 
regional offices were asked to collaborate 
with local district and health 
administrations and conduct awareness 
activities for workers and officials of 
factories and establishments.

13 MARCH

Ministry of Public 
Administration

General holidays: declared from 26 
March to 4 April

25 MARCH

24 MARCH

23 MARCH

BGMEA

Health & Safety: Shared with members 
guidance on basic preventive measures 
against Covid19. Asked members to 
orient Safety/OSH and Participation 
Committees in their factories who would 
in turn sensitise workers. Members were 
asked to colour print Covid19 poster 
developed by the Health Ministry and 
display these at factory gates, staircases 
and notice boards.

First coronavirus cases detected in Bangladesh: authorities 
confirmed first three cases of Covid-19.

Authority/
Organisation


